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*WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date. 
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High School Overview 
 
The goal of this curriculum is to prepare learners to meet and exceed identified state standards and skills.  

In addition, the aim is to provide continuity of instruction between schools and grades, while allowing 

site-based decision making at each school.  As such, the emphasis is on competencies at each grade level.  

Although different courses are available to learners at various schools in the district, depending on learner 

and staffing needs, all learners receive comparable instruction on these competencies.  Reading, writing, 

speaking, listening and critical thinking occurs at all levels and in all classes, including elective courses. 

 

Although site-based decisions are imperative to best meet the needs of learners, we realize that continuity 

between schools benefits both learners and teachers.  As such, minimum expectations for assignments and 

assessments are identified, as well as a common list of literature.  Literature is assigned to each grade 

level, after considering criteria such as literary quality, reading level, subject maturity, learner interest, 

relation to other curricula, thematic connections, and suitability for teaching the state standards. These 

titles have been through the FNSBSD approval process. 

 

9th and 10th Grade   

The curriculum is based upon yearlong courses integrating reading, writing, speaking, listening, media 

literacy, research, and technology competencies.  Learners read a variety of texts of various genres, as 

selected from the approved lists by each school and/or learner.   

 

Electives  

One core belief with this curriculum is that every English Language Arts course must be academically 

rigorous and contain both reading and writing competencies.  Learners are encouraged to choose electives 

based upon their own academic needs, personal interests, and future academic/career goals.  It is 

understood that available elective offerings will be different at each school. 

  

English Language Learner (ELL) Courses 

All ELL courses included competencies based on the WIDA Standards.* 
 



 

*WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date. 
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High School Graduation Requirements 
 

• Four (4) English/language arts credits are required for graduation. 
 

English 9 Options 
(Two semesters required.) 

English 10 Options 
(Two semesters required.) 

• English 9 (yearlong) 

• English 9 Honors (yearlong) 

• English 10 (yearlong) 

• English 10 Honors (yearlong) 

• AP European History/Literature (yearlong) 

 

 

 

English Language Learners -  English/Language Arts 

Pathway Options: Grades 9-12 
 

 
WIDA 

Level* 

English/Language Arts Courses for ELL Students 
All ELL courses are Expressive-Communication Domain Intensive (i.e., 

Speaking and Writing) and meet the upper-division writing intensive requirement 

when taken during 11th or 12th grade. 
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1 • Two class periods scheduled concurrently 

o U.S. English I (two semesters) 

o U.S. Culture and Expressions (two semesters) 

2 • U.S. English II (two semesters) 

3 – 4  • Literature and Current Events (two semesters) 

• ELL English/Language Arts Elective, Grades 11 and 12: 

o Academic Composition and Communications (one semester) 

o Career English (one semester) 

4 – 6  • Mainstream general English/Language Arts courses at grade level. 

o Placement in grade level English courses; sheltered grade-level 

English course sections may be taught by ELL certified staff, 

as needed. 

 

 

 

*WIDA Proficiency levels move from 1.0 to 6.0, with 1.0 indicating that the learner is at the 

Entering level in English Language Acquisition.  
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Graduate-Level Competencies 
Graduate-level competencies are academic and personal success skills all learners should attain by high 

school graduation.  These are common across all English/Language Arts courses, and learners are 

expected to be able to apply them across the curriculum. 

 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of 

complex print and non-print informational texts – including texts for science, social 

studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 

Literature  

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of 

complex print and non-print literary texts, both teacher and self-selected. 

 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and 

expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, and language. 

 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically 

making complex decisions about content, language use, and discourse style. 

 

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of 

settings and purpose. 

 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and 

given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, and synthesize information independently 

and collaboratively. 

 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, 

interpret, collaborate, and analyze information and create shareable products. 

 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, 

evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 
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English 9 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  9 
English 9 

English 9 guides learners towards critical thinking and literacy through a focus on purposeful engagement with diverse informational and 

literary texts, using organizational strategies to structure formal writing, supporting claims with logical evidence, and practicing purposeful 

speaking and listening with community members.  This course actively cultivates a growth mindset by encouraging learner reflection and 

ownership, offering choice, and supporting career-readiness.  This yearlong course fulfills two semesters of the English 9 requirement. 

 

English 9 Honors 

English 9 Honors is designed for advanced readers and writers capable of in‐depth analysis, and who have the interest and self-motivation to 

read and write independently.  This class assumes more ability to read and write independently, more time in discussion rather than in 

supported reading, an increased reading pace, and a higher level of commitment and preparation in and out of class. The expectation of the 

level of discourse in this class is a heightened one. Learners therefore have an increased level of accountability to their class community in 

terms of keeping up with reading and other assignments. This course builds critical thinking and literacy through a focus on purposeful 

engagement with diverse informational and literary texts, using organizational strategies to structure formal writing, supporting claims with 

logical evidence, and practicing purposeful speaking and listening with community members.  This course actively cultivates a growth 

mindset by encouraging learner reflection and ownership, offering choice, and supporting career-readiness.  This yearlong course fulfills two 

semesters of the English 9 requirement.   

Length:  Two 

semesters 

(required) 

Prerequisites:  

None 

Writing 

Intensive 
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Required Reading Activities 
English 9 & English 9 Honors 

First Semester 

✓ Selections from Alaska Native literature and myths: 

• Shadows on the Koyukuk: An Alaskan Native’s Life Along 

the River by Sydney Huntington 

• Roots of Ticasuk: An Eskimo Woman’s Family Story by 

Emily Ticasuk Ivanoff Brown 

• Last New Land by Ed Mergler 

✓ A novel (choose one): 

• My Name is Not Easy by Debby Dahl Edwardson 

• Bird Girl and the Man Who Followed the Sun by Velma 

Wallis 

• Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

✓ Selections from Homer’s The Odyssey 

✓ Myths, legends, creation stories, and folklore 

✓ Supplemental novels, short stories, poetry, and nonfiction listed 

on the supplemental book list in the appendix. 

Second Semester: 

✓ Choose at least one whole text from the following list: 

• The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas or House of the 

Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 

✓ Choose one from this list: 

• Fences by August Wilson 

• Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

• Rhinoceros by Eugene Ionesco 

• The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams 

✓ Supplemental novels, short stories, poetry, and nonfiction listed 

on the supplemental book list in the appendix.  

 

 

Additional Requirements for Honors 

Learners at the honors level read with greater speed, independence, and sophistication. Therefore, learners in these classes are expected to not only do more, 

but do more independently. The teacher can choose to have learners read a larger number of texts than what is listed above, read them more closely, read longer 

works, read more challenging books, and/or get to a deeper level of analysis than would be required in the regular level of English 9. 
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Required Writing 

English 9 & English 9 Honors 

First Semester 

At least: 

✓ One analytical essay. 

✓ One expressive piece of writing. 

✓ One narrative essay. 

✓ Frequent writing experimenting with multiple genres, including 

poetry, letters, and fiction. 

✓ Frequent analytical practice through journals, informal 

responses, short fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 

generation on demand. 

 

At least one of the above essays should complete the comprehensive 

revision process. 

 

Second Semester 

At least: 

✓ Research project (2-3 pages with 3+ sources) with citation 

work. 

✓ Frequent writing experimenting with multiple genres including 

poetry, letters, and fiction. 

✓ Frequent analytical practice through journals, informal 

responses, short fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim 

generation on demand. 
 

 

Additional Requirements for Honors 

Learners at the honors level write with more facility, depth, and style. Therefore, learners in these classes are expected to not only do more, but do 

more independently. The teacher can choose to have learners write a larger number of assignments than the above, revise them to a more expert 

level, and/or write longer papers than would be required in the regular level of English 9. 
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

comprehend, analyze, and critique a 

variety of increasingly complex print and 

non-print informational texts, including 

texts for science, social studies, and 

technical subjects. 

• Identify texts that appeal to them, and explain what that text may add to 

their understanding and lives.  

• Read a wide variety of texts (i.e., different lengths, genres, methods of 

delivery, and purposes), and explain the merits and limitations of each.  

• Use close reading strategies for better understanding, with teacher 

modeling and guidance. 

• Skim texts to glean specific information, with guidance from the teacher 

about how to best use text features.  

• Regularly support responses, both orally and in writing, with quoted or 

paraphrased evidence from the text.  

• Annotate and highlight text using examples and models as needed. 

• Identify an author’s message and explain how an author’s cultural 

background and perspective inform that message in specific ways, with 

guidance from the teacher as needed. 

• Examine how their own cultural background informs their world view and 

interpretation of a text. 

• Understand the qualities of a valid argument versus an invalid argument. 

• Make educated guesses about word meanings in context, with teacher 

guidance and instruction in word origins and structures.   

• Identify author’s strategic choices about diction, syntax, and figurative 

language. 

AKSS 

RI.1-10 

 

AASL 

III.A.1-3, V.A.1-

3,VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  III. 

.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  VI.B.1-

3,  III.C1-3,  VI.C.1-2, 

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-

4, 6-12. GC.1-4 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  105   English 9 
English Language Arts Curriculum  Adopted April 21, 2020 

Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

comprehend, analyze, and engage with a 

variety of increasingly complex print and 

non-print literary texts. 

• Identify texts that appeal to them, and explain what the texts may add to 

their understanding and lives.  

• Read a wide variety of texts (i.e., different lengths, genres, methods of 

delivery, and purposes), and explain the merits and limitations of each.  

• Use close reading strategies for better understanding, with teacher 

modeling and guidance. 

• Skim texts to glean specific information, with guidance from the teacher 

about how to best use text features.  

• Regularly support responses, both orally and in writing, with quoted or 

paraphrased evidence from text.  

• Annotate and highlight text using examples and models as needed. 

• Identify an author’s message and explain how an author’s cultural 

background and perspective inform that message in specific ways, with 

guidance from the teacher as needed. 

• Examine how their own cultural background informs their world view and 

interpretation of a text. 

• Understand the qualities of a valid argument versus an invalid argument. 

• Make educated guesses about word meanings in context, with teacher 

guidance and instruction in word origins and structures.   

• Identify author’s strategic choices about diction, syntax, and figurative 

language. 

AKSS 

RL.1-10 

L.4-6 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2, II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3, V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B1-

3,  III.B.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2,  I.C.1-

4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,II.D.1-

3,III.D.1-2, IV.D.1-3, 

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-4, 

6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Write for a variety of audiences using a given claim.  

• Use organizational strategies to support a given claim with effective textual 

evidence and reasoning. 

• Incorporate and cite evidence correctly into organized writing, with teacher 

modeling and guidance. 

• Use figurative language to develop a specific voice and meaning. 

• Engage in the process of revision to improve ideas and organization of 

structured writing.  

• With guidance, use available tools and strategies to produce a syntactically 

correct, error-free document with standard English conventions. 

• Adhere to a given and effective format for a writing task. 

AKSS 

W.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 10 

L.1, 2, and 3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3, VI.B.1-2, I.C.1-

4, II. .1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-4,.II.D.1-

3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Practice various discussion protocols in both teacher-led and learner-led 

discussions. 

• Practice the components of formal presentation.  

• Ask questions to clarify an opposing viewpoint.  

• Identify the needs of the audience when developing a presentation. 

• Practice different modes of communication. 

• Differentiate between constructive and destructive feedback. 

AKSS 

SL.1, 4, 5, 6 
 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-3,  
I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  
IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Establish a purpose for listening. 

• Develop an understanding of the speaker’s tone and body language; support 

the speaker through engaged body language and appropriate verbal 

response. 

• Develop an awareness of equity in live conversations. 

• With teacher guidance, make a group decision using consensus-building 

strategies and compromise. 

• Differentiate between claims and counter-claims presented in discussions. 

AKSS 

SL.2, 3 
AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  
IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  
IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 
ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

•  Know the steps of the research process.  

• Select and vet sources with the support of scaffolds, such as a curated database 

or a given claim.  

• Differentiate between primary and secondary sources. 

• Organize information and research material according to a standard schema 

(e.g. cause/effect, compare/contrast, sequential) in order to present it 

coherently. 

• Differentiate between, and know when to use, a summary, common 

knowledge, paraphrasing with citation, quotes, and cited another’s original 

ideas. 

• Understand what plagiarism is, the forms it takes (accidental as well as 

purposeful), the consequences of it, and how to avoid it. 

AKSS 

W.6 

SL.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

  

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to appropriately use the tools of 

technology (including digital media and 

the Internet) to gather, interpret, and 

analyze information and create shareable 

products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Become familiar with a limited range of library and professional databases. 

• Use online word processing programs to write and to create projects. 

• Use technology to demonstrate learning and present material with teacher 

guidance. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 

L.5 

 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-4, 

6-12.ID.1-4, 6-12.CT.3, 6-

12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-

3,  III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-

4,  II.C.1-2,  III. .1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-

3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 
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Media Literacy 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.8  The learner will engage in critical 

thinking through accessing, analyzing, 

evaluating, and creating an increasingly 

complex variety of media.  (The term 

“media” refers to all electronic or digital 

means and print or artistic visuals used to 

transmit messages.) 

• Understand the societal responsibilities associated with using technology 

and being online. 

• Differentiate between fact and propaganda (e.g., ”fake news”). 

• Recognize the value of audio/visual/art as they connect to written pieces. 

• Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens. 

• Identify modes of persuasion in various media, with teacher guidance. 

• Recognize basic logical fallacies in arguments and advertisements, with 

teacher guidance.  

• Understand the qualities of a valid argument versus an invalid argument. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 

L.  

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3, IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c5 

 

 
 

 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  111   English 10 
English Language Arts Curriculum  Adopted April 21, 2020 

English 10 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s):  10 
English 10 

This course continues the journey towards mature literacy. Learners will explore diverse literature and informational texts, including both visual and 

oral, to further develop reading, writing, speaking, listening, research, technological, and media literacy skills. Learners will write for a variety of 

audiences, write a research paper, and utilize tools to create error-free writing. They will also participate in class discussions, oral presentations, and 

group projects. This yearlong course fulfills two semesters of the English 10 requirement. 

 

English 10 Honors 

This course is designed for advanced readers and writers capable of in‐depth analysis, and who have the interest and self-motivation to read and write 

independently. This class assumes more ability to read and write independently, more time in discussion rather than in supported reading, an 

increased reading pace, and a higher level of commitment and preparation in and out of class. The expectation of the level of discourse in this class is 

a heightened one.  Therefore, learners have an increased level of accountability to their class community in terms of keeping up with reading and 

other assignments.  This course continues the journey towards mature literacy. Learners will explore diverse literature and informational texts, 

including both visual and oral, to further develop reading, writing, speaking, listening, research, technological, and media literacy skills. They will 

write for a variety of audiences, write a research paper, and utilize tools to create error-free writing. Learners will also participate in class 

discussions, oral presentations, and group projects. This yearlong course fulfills two semesters of the English 10 requirement. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) European History/Literature 

This yearlong, two-period course is designed for learners capable of college level work, and combines the course work and skills of AP European 

History with the study of the primary literature relevant to a review of European history. They will master the basic skills of historical chronology 

and comprehension, and will develop historical analysis and interpretation skills, research capabilities, and issues-analysis and decision-making 

skills through extensive experience with document-based, free-response, and change-over-time essay writing.  

 

Learners meet all the objectives of English 10 Honors for writing and literature. In addition, they will be prepared for the AP European History 

exam. This course follows the advanced placement course description and uses appropriate materials as set forth by the College Board. The AP 

exam is strongly encouraged.  

 

This course fulfills two semesters of the English 10 requirement and two semesters of the World History requirement. Learners receive two grades, 

one with a weighted AP grade and one (the literature period) without.  A summer reading list or assignment may be required prior to the course.  

 

Additional Skills and Expectations: 

• Willingness to accept and complete a rigorous reading schedule including text, primary sources, and supplemental materials. 

• Demonstrate advanced, proficient, writing skills. 

• Independently analyze literature. 

• Demonstrate strong chronological thinking skills. 

• Capable of historical comprehension, analysis, and interpretation processes. 

 

Please visit the College Board-AP Central website for more information (http://apcentral.collegeboard.com).  

Length:   

English 10 & 

Honors:  Two 

semesters 

(required) 

 

AP European 

History/ 

Literature: Two 

semesters (two 

period block) 

Prerequisites:  

English 10 & 

Honors:  None 

 

AP European 

History/ 

Literature:  

English 9 Honors 

or 

English 9 and 

teacher 

recommendation 

Writing 

Intensive 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
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Required Reading Activities 

English 10 & English 10 Honors 

First Semester 

✓ Choose one whole text from this list: 

• Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya 

• Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

• The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 

• Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

• Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline 

✓ Choose one play from this list (drama): 

• Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare 

• Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare 

• Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 

• Oedipus Rex by Sophocles 

• Antigone by Sophocles 

• The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 

• Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett 

✓ Supplemental short stories, poetry, and nonfiction 

Second Semester: 

✓ Choose at least one whole text from this list: 

• March I - III by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate 

Powell 

• Persepolis I by Marjane Satrapi 

• Maus I – II by Art Spiegelman 

• Night by Elie Wiesel 

• I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 

✓ Supplemental nonfiction selections  

✓ Reading as required to support writing of research paper 

 

 

Additional Requirements for Honors 

Learners at the honors level read with greater speed, independence, and sophistication. Therefore, learners in these classes are expected to not 

only do more, but do more independently. The teacher can choose to have learners read a larger number of texts than what is listed above, read 

them more closely, read longer works, read more challenging books, and/or  get to a deeper level of analysis than would be required in the regular 

level of English 10. 
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Required Writing  Activities 

English 10 & English 10 Honors 

First Semester 

At least: 

✓ One analytical essay. 

✓ One expressive piece of writing. 

✓ One narrative essay. 

✓ Frequent writing experimenting with multiple genres, including poetry, 

letters, and fiction. 

✓ Frequent analytical practice through journals, informal responses, short 

fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim generation on demand. 

 

At least one of the above essays should complete the comprehensive revision 

process. 

Second Semester 

At least: 

✓ Research paper with 4-5 pages in addition to the annotated 

bibliography, including 5+ sources and citations. 

✓ One resume and cover/business letter. 

 

All of the above should complete the comprehensive revision process. 

 

✓ Frequent writing experimenting with multiple genres including poetry, 

letters, and fiction. 

✓ Frequent analytical practice through journals, informal responses, short 

fiction, and poetry exercises, and claim generation on demand. 

 

Additional Requirements for Honors 

Learners at the honors level write with more facility, depth, and style. Therefore, learners in these classes are expected to not only do more, but do more 

independently. The teacher can choose to have learners write a larger number of assignments than what is listed above, revise them to a more expert level, 

and/or write longer papers than would be required in the regular level of English 10. 
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

comprehend, analyze, and critique a 

variety of increasingly complex print and 

non-print informational texts, including 

texts for science, social studies, and 

technical subjects. 

• Find and consume texts that appeal to them, and explain what the texts may 

add to their understanding and lives.  

• Interpret a wide variety of texts (i.e., different lengths, genres, methods of 

delivery, and purposes), and explain the merits and limitations of each.  

• Practice close reading strategies to increase insight and accuracy, with 

teacher guidance. 

• Increase accuracy and speed of skimming texts for specific information, 

with coaching from the teacher as needed. 

• Choose the best support for a claim from a range of textual evidence. 

• Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how annotations 

help reading comprehension and engagement.  

• Increase accuracy in evaluating texts for purpose, credibility, bias, and 

perspective using textual evidence to support that evaluation, with guidance 

from the teacher as needed. 

• Identify how their own world views might be changing, and how that 

informs their interpretation of text. 

• Critique valid and invalid arguments using vocabulary specific to 

persuasion.  Increase the accuracy of their guesses about word meanings in 

context with teacher guidance and instruction in word origins and 

structures.   

• Analyze how the interpretation of written passage is affected by an author’s 

choice of diction, syntax, or figurative language. 

AKSS 

RI.1-10 

L.4-6 

 

AASL 

III.A.1-3, V.A.1-

3,VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  III. 

.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  VI.B.1-

3,  III.C1-3,  VI.C.1-2, 

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-

4, 6-12. GC.1-4 
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

comprehend, analyze, and engage with a 

variety of increasingly complex print and 

non-print literary texts. 

• With increasing independence, use literature to develop cultural literacy 

and emotional intelligence by connecting their own culture and experience 

with others.  

• Read texts of various lengths, especially in a sustained, long-term manner 

to facilitate connections between literature and personal experience. 

• Differentiate between a variety of literary genres and purposes, and 

understand the author’s message and make connections to other texts. 

• Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how annotations 

help reading comprehension and engagement. 

• Use knowledge of literary devices, as well as understand the importance of 

an author’s strategic choices of diction, syntax, and literary devices. 

AKSS 

RL.1-10 

L.4-6 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2, II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3, V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B1-

3,  III.B.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2,  I.C.1-

4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,II.D.1-

3,III.D.1-2, IV.D.1-3, 

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-4, 

6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Write for a variety of audiences to develop the relationship between 

organized writing and social engagement.  

• Use organizational strategies to support a self-generated claim with 

effective textual evidence and reasoning. 

• Incorporate and cite evidence correctly.  

• Employ strategic diction, syntax, and figurative language to develop a 

specific voice and meaning. 

• Engage in the process of revision to improve writing, and consider various 

stylistic choices and effects.  

• Increase skill and independence to use available tools and strategies in 

order to produce a syntactically correct, error-free document with standard 

English conventions. 

• Choose and adhere to an effective format for a writing task. 

AKSS 

W.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 

L.1, 2, 3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3, VI.B.1-2, I.C.1-

4, II. .1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-4,.II.D.1-

3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 

  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Contribute to class discussions while practicing established classroom 

norms. 

• Practice the components of formal presentation.  

• Be able to articulate opposing sides and others’ perceptions and ideas with 

fidelity.  

• Consider audience when developing a presentation, suiting the needs of the 

audience in various ways. 

• Choose a mode of communication for a specific purpose.  

• Practice peer-to-peer constructive criticism, compliments, feedback, and 

responses. 

AKSS 

SL.1, 4, 5, 6 
 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 

 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-

3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-

2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  

VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  
III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Regard listening as an active component of conversations and discussions.  

• Utilize discourse markers, visuals, body language, tones, and pauses. 

• Participate in live conversations while monitoring equity of voice. 

• With teacher guidance as needed, make decisions in groups of different 

sizes, using consensus-building strategies and compromise.  

• Organize claims and counter-claims presented in discussions. 

AKSS 

SL.2, 3 

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  
IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  
I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 
ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

• Use the steps of the research process with the support of scaffolds, such as 

lists or graphic organizers. 

• Find and select appropriate databases, and vet sources for an autonomously 

generated claim.  

• Incorporate both primary and secondary sources into a single research 

project.  

• Organize information and research material independently in order to present 

it coherently. 

• Practice using common knowledge, summary, paraphrasing, quoting, and 

citing in paragraphs.  

• Recognize instances of plagiarism, as well as explain the consequences of it 

and the role of citation practices to avoid it. 

 

AKSS 

W.7, 8, and 9 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

  

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to appropriately use the tools of 

technology (including digital media and 

the Internet) to gather, interpret, and 

analyze information and create shareable 

products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

W.6, SL.5 

 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-4, 

6-12.ID.1-4, 6-12.CT.3, 

6-12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III. .1-

2,  IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  

II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 
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Media Literacy 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.8  The learner will engage in critical 

thinking through accessing, analyzing, 

evaluating, and creating an increasingly 

complex variety of media.  (The term 

“media” refers to all electronic or digital 

means and print or artistic visuals used to 

transmit messages.) 

• Behave in a responsible manner while using various technologies and social 

media.  

• Recognize propaganda (e.g., “fake news”) with a measure of independence.  

• Recognize and analyze the value of audio/visual/art as they connect to 

written pieces. 

• Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens.  

• Recognize modes of persuasion in various media. 

• Recognize logical fallacies in arguments and advertisements.  

• Critique valid and invalid arguments using vocabulary specific to 

persuasion. 

AKSS 

RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 

L.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3, IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c5 
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Level Up English (9/10 Credit Recovery) 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 Level Up English is a personalized approach for learners who have failed a semester of required English 9 or 10 and need to retake 

the class for credit.  This class will meet graduation requirements for either semester of English 9 or English 10 for those learners 

who have previously failed a semester.  Learners will work with the instructor to set goals to bridge gaps in competencies in order 

to become proficient.  Level Up English may be repeated for credit with instructor approval. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  Previously 

attempted and did not pass 

English 9 or English 10. 

Writing Intensive 

 

Required Activities 

Reading Writing 

 

✓ One book-length text from the supplemental book list in the 

appendix. 

 

✓ Personalized based on learner-teacher generated plan. 

 

Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and critique a 

variety of increasingly complex print 

and non-print informational texts, 

including texts for science, social 

studies, and technical subjects. 

• Find and consume texts that appeal to them, and explain what the texts may 

add to their understanding and lives.  

• Interpret a wide variety of texts (i.e., different lengths, genres, methods of 

delivery, and purposes), and explain the merits and limitations of each.  

 

AKSS 

RI.1-10 

L.4-6 

 

AASL 

A.III.1-3, A.V.1-3, 

A.VI.1-3, B.I.1-3, 

B.III.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.VI.1-3, C.III.1-3,  
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Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.1 continued… • Practice close reading strategies to increase insight and accuracy, with 

teacher guidance. 

• Increase accuracy and speed of skimming texts for specific information, 

with coaching from the teacher as needed. 

• Choose the best support for a claim from a range of textual evidence. 

• Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how annotations help 

reading comprehension and engagement.  

• Increase accuracy in evaluating texts for purpose, credibility, bias, and 

perspective using textual evidence to support that evaluation, with guidance 

from the teacher as needed. 

• Identify how their own world views might be changing, and how that 

informs their interpretation of text. 

• Critique valid and invalid arguments using vocabulary specific to 

persuasion. 

• Increase the accuracy of their guesses about word meanings in context, with 

teacher guidance and instruction in word origins and structures.   

• Analyze how the interpretation of a written passage is affected by an 

author’s choice of diction, syntax, or figurative language. 

C.VI.1-2, D.I.1-4, D.II.1-

3, D.IV.1-3, D.V.1-3, 

D.VI.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-

4, 6-12. GC.1-4 
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and engage 

with a variety of increasingly complex 

print and non-print literary texts. 

• With increasing independence, use literature to develop cultural literacy and 

emotional intelligence by connecting their own culture and experience with 

others. 

• Read texts of various lengths, especially in a sustained, long-term manner to 

facilitate connections between literature and personal experience.  

• Differentiate between a variety of literary genres and purposes, 

understanding the author’s message and make connections to other texts. 

• Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how annotations help 

reading comprehension and engagement. 

• Use knowledge of literary devices, as well as understand the importance of 

an author’s strategic choices of diction, syntax, and literary devices. 

AKSS 

RL.1-10 

L.4-6 

 

AASL 

A.I.1-2, A.II.1-3, A.III.1-3, 

A.IV. 1-3, A.V.1-3, 

A.VI.1-3, B.I.1-3, B.II.1-3, 

B.III.1-2, B.IV.1-4, B.V.1-

3, B.VI.1-2, C.I.1-4, 

C.II.1-2, C.III.1-2, C.IV.1-

3, C.V.1-3, C.VI.1-2, 

D.I.1-4, D.II.1-3, D.III.1-2, 

D.IV.1-3, D.V.1-3, D.VI.1-

3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-4, 

6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Write for a variety of audiences to develop the relationship between 

organized writing and social engagement.  

• Use organizational strategies to support a self-generated claim with effective 

textual evidence and reasoning. 

• Incorporate and cite evidence correctly.  

• Employ strategic diction, syntax, and figurative language to develop a 

specific voice and meaning. 

• Engage in the process of revision to improve writing, and consider various 

stylistic choices and effects.  

• Increase skill and independence to use available tools and strategies in order 

to produce a syntactically correct, error-free document with standard English 

conventions. 

• Choose and adhere to an effective format for a writing task. 

AKSS 

W.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 

L.1, 2, 3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

B.I.1-3, B.II.1-3, B.III.1-

2, B.IV.1-4, B.V.1-3, 

B.VI.1-2, C.I.1-4, C.II.1-

2, C.III.1-2, C.IV.1-3, 

C.V.1-3, C.VI.1-2, D.I.1-

4, D.II.1-3, D.III.1-2, 

D.IV.1-3, D.V.1-3, 

D.VI.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 

  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Contribute to class discussions while practicing established classroom norms. 

• Practice the components of formal presentation.  

• Be able to articulate opposing sides and others’ perceptions and ideas with 

fidelity.  

• Consider audience when developing a presentation, suiting the needs of the 

audience in various ways. 

• Choose a mode of communication for a specific purpose.  

• Practice peer-to-peer constructive criticism, compliments, feedback, and 

responses. 

AKSS 

SL.1, 4, 5, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 

 

AASL 

A.I.1-2, A.II.1-3, A.III.1-3, 

A.IV. 1-3, A.V.2-3, A.VI.1-3, 
B.I.1-3, B.II.1-3, B.III.1-2, 

B.IV.1-4, B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2, 

C.I.1-4, C.II.1-2, C.III.1-2, 

C.IV.1-3, C.V.1-3, C.VI.1-2, 

D.I.1-4, D.II.1-3, D.III.1-2, 
D.IV.1-3, D.V.1-3, D.VI.1-3 

 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Regard listening as an active component of conversations and discussions.  

• Utilize discourse markers, visuals, body language, tones, and pauses. 

• Participate in live conversations while monitoring equity of voice. 

• With teacher guidance as needed, make decisions in groups of different sizes 

using consensus-building strategies and compromise.  

• Organize claims and counter-claims. 

AKSS 

SL.2, 3 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  
I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

•  Use the steps of the research process with the support of scaffolds, such as 

lists or graphic organizers. 

• Find and select appropriate databases, and vet sources for an autonomously 

generated claim.  

• Incorporate both primary and secondary sources into a single research 

project.  

• Organize information and research material independently in order to present 

it coherently. 

• Practice using common knowledge, summary, paraphrasing, quoting, and 

citing in paragraphs.  

• Recognize instances of plagiarism, as well as explain the consequences of it 

and the role of citation practices to avoid it. 

 

AKSS 

W.7, 8, 9 

 

AASL 

A.I.1-2, A.II.1-3, A.III.1-

3, A.IV. 1-3, A.V.1-3, 

A.VI.1-3, B.I.1-3, B.II.1-

3, B.III.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2, C.I.1-

4, C.II.1-2, C.III.1-2, 

C.IV.1-3, C.V.1-3, 

C.VI.1-2, D.I.1-4, D.II.1-

3, D.III.1-2, D.IV.1-3, 

D.V.1-3, D.VI.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

  

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to appropriately use the tools of 

technology (including digital media and 

the Internet) to gather, interpret, and 

analyze information and create shareable 

products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or program) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

W.6 

SL.5 

 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-4, 

6-12.ID.1-4, 6-12.CT.3, 

6-12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

A.I.1-2, A.II.1-3, A.III.1-

3, A.IV. 1-3, A.V.1-3, 

A.VI.1-3, B.I.1-3, B.II.1-

3, B.III.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2, C.I.1-

4, C.II.1-2, C.III.1-2, 

C.IV.1-3, C.V.1-3, 

C.VI.1-2, D.I.1-4, D.II.1-

3, D.III.1-2, D.IV.1-3, 

D.V.1-3, D.VI.1-3 
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Media Literacy 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.8  The learner will engage in critical 

thinking through accessing, analyzing, 

evaluating, and creating an increasingly 

complex variety of media.  (The term 

“media” refers to all electronic or digital 

means and print or artistic visuals used to 

transmit messages.) 

• Behave in a responsible manner while using various technologies and social 

media.  

• Recognize propaganda (e.g., “fake news”) with a measure of independence.  

• Recognize and analyze the value of audio/visual/art as they connect to 

written pieces. 

• Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens.  

• Recognize modes of persuasion in various media. 

• Recognize logical fallacies in arguments and advertisements.  

• Critique valid and invalid arguments using vocabulary specific to 

persuasion. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, 7 

RL.7 

SL.3, 5 

L.5 

 

AASL 

A.I.1-2, A.II.1-3, A.III.1-

3, A.IV. 1-3, A.V.1-3, 

A.VI.1-3, B.I.1-3, B.II.1-

3, B.III.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2, C.I.1-

4, C.II.1-2, C.III.1-2, 

C.IV.1-3, C.V.1-3, 

C.VI.1-2, D.I.1-4, D.II.1-

3, D.III.1-2, D.IV.1-3, 

D.V.1-3, D.VI.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Philosophy and Language 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 10-12 This course provides a brief introduction into the various components of philosophy, along with an analysis of the arguments of 

key philosophers, to introduce learners to the history of ideas that have shaped thinking.  A brief introduction into comparative 

philosophy gives learners greater understanding of the processes of thinking and reasoning, and an appreciation of how different 

traditions complement, rather than contradict one another. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites: At least 11th 

grade standing or teacher 

recommendation for a 10th 

grade student. 

 

Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

• For site-based reading options, see the 

Philosophy and Language supplement book list 

in the appendix. 

• The learner will take notes that can be used as 

references for more intensive writing 

assignments. 

• The learner will journal and respond informally 

to various philosophical thought experiments 

and/or ideologies.  

• The learner will write one formal essay 

examining key philosophical questions at the end 

of each unit of study. 

• The learner will respond verbally to philosophical 

questions using rational thinking that organizes 

logical premises and conclusions during directed 

class discussions or in pair sharing. 

• The learner will engage thoughtfully in graded 

large group discussions using Socratic and other 

methodology. 
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 

 

Content Objectives 
The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and critique a 

variety of increasingly complex print 

and non-print informational texts, 

including texts for science, social 

studies, and technical subjects. 

• Read and understand the essential qualities of commonly referenced thought 

experiments. 

• Read and respond to commonly referenced arguments in philosophy. 

AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4; L/IL.1-3 

Performance: R4.1-9 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 

E.3-8 

 

AASL 

III.A.1-3, V.A.1-

3,VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  III. 

.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  VI.B.1-

3,  III.C1-3,  VI.C.1-2, 

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-

4, 6-12. GC.1-4 
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency:  

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and engage 

with a variety of increasingly complex 

print and non-print literary texts. 

• Read and analyze metaphorical, fictionalized, or allegorical expressions of 

philosophical thought.  

AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4; L/IL.1-3 

Performance: R4.1-9 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 

E.3-8 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2, II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3, V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B1-

3,  III.B.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2,  I.C.1-

4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,II.D.1-

3,III.D.1-2, IV.D.1-3, 

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-4, 

6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Develop strong note-taking skills and use notes as references for more 

intensive writing assignments. 

• Journal and respond informally to various philosophical thought 

experiments and/or ideologies.  

• Compose formal essays examining key philosophical questions. 

AKSS 

E/LA.1-8, B.2, C.1-5 

Performance: W4.1-5 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 

E.3-8 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3, VI.B.1-2, I.C.1-

4, II. .1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-4,.II.D.1-

3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 

  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Respond verbally to philosophical questions using rational thinking that 

organizes logical premises and conclusions. 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 
 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-3,  
I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  
IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

 
AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.5,7 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Engage thoughtfully in Socratic-seminar style large group discussions. AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  
I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  
IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

• Include cited sources in formal essay assignments in the form of both in-text 

citations and a works cited page. 

AKSS 

W.6 

SL.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

  

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

appropriately use the tools of technology 

(including digital media and the Internet) 

to gather, interpret, and analyze 

information and create shareable products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 

L.5 
 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-4, 6-

12.ID.1-4, 6-12.CT.3, 6-

12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-

3,  VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  
II.C.1-2,  III. .1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  

II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-

3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 
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Popular Novels 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 10-12 This elective course is designed for learners who enjoy reading for pleasure and discussing novels with other readers.  It 

is structured around current popular novels of merit, and personalized to improve learner's abilities to analyze various types of 

media.  Learners will hone research and critical thinking skills, improve their expository and argumentative writing skills, and 

analyze the implications of the social, economic, and/or political aspects of the texts. 

 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  At least 11th 

grade standing or teacher 

recommendation for a 10th grade 

student. 

 

Required Activities 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

Suggested resources: 

• Center for Media Literacy 

• Media Education Foundation 

• Media Literacy (Potter) 

• Center for Media Education 

• Children Now 

• Citizens for Media Literacy 

• Media Watch 

• Mediascope 

• National Association for 

Family and Community 

Education 

 

• National Telemedia Council 

• Parents’ Choice 

• Adbusters 

• Children’s Advertising 

Review Unit 

• Fairness and Accuracy in 

Reporting 

• Classification and Rating 

Administration 

• OKTV (Alternative TV 

Ratings) 

• TV Parental Guidelines 

• At least three pieces of writing chosen 

from the following list: 

o A fully developed narrative essay. 

o A fully developed essay 

incorporating a variety of rhetorical 

strategies. 

o A researched essay or project. 

o An on-demand essay in response to 

literature. 

o Formal literary analysis. 

o Informal responses reflecting on 

class texts. 

• Media logs/ journals  

• Produce various kinds of print, electronic, 

and video/audio media. 

• A variety of speech and 

presentation experiences. 

For site-based reading options, see the supplemental book 

list in the appendix. 
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

comprehend, analyze, and critique a 

variety of increasingly complex print and 

non-print informational texts, including 

texts for science, social studies, and 

technical subjects. 

• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, 

implicitly, and ambiguously. 

• Analyze the development of themes over the course of the text. 

• Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 

including words with multiple meanings. 

• Analyze and evaluate multiple interpretations of a single text. 

• Analyze how style and content contribute to the impact of a text. 

• Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in argumentative texts. 

• Evaluate the interrelationship between history and cultural identity. 

AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4; L/IL.1-3 

Performance: R4.1-9 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 

E.3-8 

 

AASL 

III.A.1-3, V.A.1-

3,VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  III. 

.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  VI.B.1-

3,  III.C1-3,  VI.C.1-2, 

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-

4, 6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Build on writing concepts developed in previous grades. 

• Use self and peer editing to correct common errors in writing. 

• Write arguments to support claims about substantive topics or texts using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

AKSS 

W4.1-5 

Cultural: CS.A.1-5 C.1-5 

E.1,3-8 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3, VI.B.1-2, I.C.1-

4, II. .1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-4,.II.D.1-

3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Develop an awareness of the social, cultural, political, and economic 

implications of media constructions and their persuasive messages. 

• Understand, develop, and utilize appropriate classroom discussion and 

debate. 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 
 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-3,  
I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  
IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

 
AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.5,7 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Develop the skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary to interpret the ways 

in which auditory media actively affects society. 

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 
Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  
IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  
IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

• Find and use appropriate and reliable sources to support ideas in writing 

and speaking. 

• Use an appropriate format and citation guide (e.g., MLA, APA), as 

instructed by the teacher. 

AKSS 

W.6 

SL.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-
3,  IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-

3,  VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  

II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-
3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-

3 

 
AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 
  
Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

appropriately use the tools of technology 

(including digital media and the Internet) 

to gather, interpret, and analyze 

information and create shareable products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 

L.5 

 

 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-4, 

6-12.ID.1-4, 6-12.CT.3, 

6-12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III. .1-

2,  IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  

II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 
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Media Literacy 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.8  The learner will engage in critical 

thinking through accessing, analyzing, 

evaluating, and creating an increasingly 

complex variety of media.  (The term 

“media” refers to all electronic or digital 

means and print or artistic visuals used to 

transmit messages.) 

• Understand the uses and limitation of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases, with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or program) to present material.   

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, 7,  RL.7  SL.3, 5  

L.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3, IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c5 
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Reading for Meaning 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 The course is designed to help learners develop strategies to effectively read and comprehend literature, content area texts, and other 

nonfiction to become successful participants in the classroom, as well as the community in which they live. Through guided 

instruction, learners will develop and apply effective reading strategies to increase reading and, consequently, writing skills. This is a 

progressive skills class that may be repeated for credit with teacher recommendation. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  Teacher 

recommendation 

 
 

Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

• Analysis of textbook elements: chapter previews, 

indexes, special features, study questions, and the 

use of color and font size to scaffold content.   

• Practice close reading through: marking text, 

highlighting, sticky notes, asking critical 

questions about text, writing notes, clarifying, 

reacting and connecting, visualizing, and 

predicting. 

 

For site-based reading options, see the 

supplemental book list in the appendix. 

• Annotating and note taking  

• Journal responses 

• Expository writing 

• Practice speaking/listening skills, including 

group discussion. 
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

comprehend, analyze, and engage with a 

variety of increasingly complex print and 

non-print literary texts. 

• Comprehend and demonstrate meaning from text by applying a variety of 

reading, listening, and viewing strategies (e.g., cloze reading, double entry 

journal, paraphrasing, summary notes, and problem/solution organizer). 

• Increase vocabulary acquisition through context clues, vocabulary journal, 

study/note cards, concept maps, etc.  

• Become familiar with and master reading test formats and practice 

effective analysis of test items in multiple choice formats, including online 

programs. 

• Paraphrase and summarize content area selections. 

• Practice reading orally to increase fluency and understanding. 

• Practice reading with an emphasis on decoding words and developing 

strategies to make connections between oral and sight word recognition to 

aid in comprehension. 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2, II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3, V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B1-

3,  III.B.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2,  I.C.1-

4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,II.D.1-

3,III.D.1-2, IV.D.1-3, 

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-

4, 6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Demonstrate, through expository writing, increased understanding of 

reading content by making authentic connections to self. 

• Demonstrate a variety of note taking strategies (e.g., two‐column, listing, 

outline, and Thinking Maps). 

AKSS 

W4.1-5 

Cultural: CS.A.1-5 C.1-5 

E.1,3-8 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3, VI.B.1-2, I.C.1-

4, II. .1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-4,.II.D.1-

3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Produce coherent oral discourse appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

• Negotiate different cultural perspectives with sensitivity.  

• Adjust presentation style, degree of formality, word choice, tone, and 

information to the context and audience.  

• Synthesize and share information from a variety of sources and 

perspectives.  

• Respond appropriately to others’ constructive criticism, compliments, and 

feedback to improve future communication. 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 
 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  
IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 
 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

 
AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.5,7 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Practice listening skills through group discussions and retelling or restating 

of important ideas or concepts. These discussions will focus on content 

areas, as well as literature analysis (theme, plot, character and appropriate 

literary applications) to complement required core subjects. 

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  
IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  
IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Speech and Debate 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 10-12 In this elective course, learners will embrace public speaking as performance, communication, and problem-solving. This 

introductory course will cover a variety of styles of public speaking and formal debate.  Emphasis will be on argumentation, 

logical organization, research, working with others, and being a supportive audience member.  Learners will become familiar with 

these styles through instruction, research, and practice. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  At least 11th 

grade standing or teacher 

recommendation for a 10th grade 

student. 

 

Required Activities 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

• Research debate topics. 

• Evaluate sample speeches. 

• Discovering the World Through Debate: A Practical 

Guide to Educational Debate for Debaters, Coaches, 

and Judges by Joseph P. Zompetti 

• Online resources: 

o Opposing viewpoints: access through school library 

online. 

o http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speechbank.htm  

o http://www.history.com/speeches  

o http://www.roch.edu/dept/spchcom/spam/activities.htm  

• For additional site-based reading options, see the 

supplemental book list in the appendix. 

• Create written and visual aids for use in 

speech presentations. 

• Write original speeches in the informative, 

demonstrative, and persuasive modes. 

• An original interpretive speech may be 

required, as instructor determines. 

• Independently practice respectful audience 

behavior/active listening. 

• Develop ease in speaking before large and small 

groups. 

• Demonstrate increased mastery of basic speaking 

and presentation techniques introduced in 9th and 

10th grades. 

• Present at least one speech with a partner or a 

group. 

• Apply a rubric in evaluating and critiquing peer 

speeches. 

• Deliver at least one ten minute speech or 

presentation. 

• Engage in at least one debate, both independently 

and with a partner (this requires writing and 

reading in preparation for performance). 

• Use technology in delivery of at least one speech 

(document camera, projector, laptop, video 

camera, Internet, etc.). 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speechbank.htm
http://www.history.com/speeches
http://www.roch.edu/dept/spchcom/spam/activities.htm
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and critique a 

variety of increasingly complex print 

and non-print informational texts, 

including texts for science, social 

studies, and technical subjects. 

• Analyze written and published speeches for logos, pathos, and ethos. 

• Increase vocabulary to participate appropriately, utilizing and applying 

debate terminology and concepts. 

AKSS 

E/LA.A.1-4,6-8, D.1-5, 

E.1-4 

Performance: R4.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 

E.3-8 

 

AASL 

III.A.1-3, V.A.1-3,VI.A.1-

3,  I.B.1-3,  III. .1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  VI.B.1-3,  

III.C1-3,  VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-

4,  II.D.1-3,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-4, 

6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Utilize research skills developed in previous grades, with emphasis on 

organization and effective word choice. 

• Use different formats to prepare debates and speeches (e.g., essay, outline, 

notecards). 

• Create and support a position.  

• Develop and practice effective rhetorical strategies in argumentation or 

persuasive speeches. 

• Identify pros and cons in an argument, and evaluate and utilize research 

materials to refute or defend an argument effectively. 

AKSS 

E/LA.A.1-8, D.1-4 

Performance: W4.2-5 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-

2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3, 

VI.B.1-2, I.C.1-4, II. .1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-

4,.II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 

  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Explore and practice a variety of speech experiences. 

• Practice and develop effective speaking skills, including the “mechanics” of 

vocal projection, diction, and varied tone to speak persuasively. 

• Recognize five major types of speeches (i.e., impromptu, informative, 

interpretive, demonstrative and persuasive), and apply this knowledge to the 

performance of speeches. 

• Understand debate format and terminology. 

• Analyze oral arguments for effectiveness, recognizing language that denotes 

logos, pathos, and ethos. 

• Understand formal debate formats, such as Lincoln-Douglas and cross 

examination. 

• Understand and apply Roberts Rules of Order and parliamentary procedure. 

• Explain and defend a position orally. 

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 
Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 
 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  
IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 
 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Analyze oral arguments for effectiveness, recognizing language that denotes 

logos, pathos, and ethos. 

• Independently practice respectful audience behavior/active listening. 

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  IV. 
A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  
I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

• Accumulate and vet sources online, in print, and in person. 

• Coordinate and subordinate information and research material in order to 

synthesize it and present it coherently.  

• Smoothly integrate common knowledge, summary, quoted material, and 

paraphrases. 

• Cite materials accurately according to a given professional manual of style 

(e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago) in order to avoid plagiarism.  

AKSS 

W.6 

SL.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-

3,  VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  

II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-

3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competencies:   

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

  

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

appropriately use the tools of technology 

(including digital media and the Internet) 

to gather, interpret, and analyze 

information and create shareable products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 

L.5 

 

 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-4, 

6-12.ID.1-4, 6-12.CT.3, 6-

12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-

3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  

VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-

2,  III. .1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-

4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 
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Media Literacy 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.8  The learner will engage in critical 

thinking through accessing, analyzing, 

evaluating, and creating an increasingly 

complex variety of media.  (The term 

“media” refers to all electronic or digital 

means and print or artistic visuals used to 

transmit messages.) 

•  Recognize, analyze, and understand the value of audio/visual/art as they 

connect written pieces.  

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, 7,  RL.7  SL.3, 5  

L.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3, IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-

3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  

VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-

2,  III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-

4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-

c5 
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Sports Literature 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 10-12 Learners will analyze sports in various mediums as a catalyst for examining the influence of sports on individuals and society. They 

will engage in formal and informal writing, speaking, and listening activities.   

 

This course fulfills the FNSBSD requirement for an English elective; it does not fulfill the graduation requirement for a literature 

course. 

Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  At least 

11th grade standing or 

teacher recommendation 

for a 10th grade student. 

 

Activities 

Suggested Reading Required Writing 

 

• Fiction, nonfiction, news articles, podcasts, interviews, films, 

statistics, etc. 

• Other texts on the approved curriculum for other courses. 

• For additional site-based options, see the Sports Literature 

supplemental book list in the appendix. 

 

• A college or career-readiness entrance essay. 

• Frequent formal and informal analytical writing. 

• Frequent writing experimenting with multiple genres, including poetry, 

letters, and fiction. 
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and critique a 

variety of increasingly complex print 

and non-print informational texts, 

including texts for science, social 

studies, and technical subjects. 

• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, what 

the text implies, and what the text leaves uncertain. 

• Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text, and analyze their 

development over the course of the text, including how they interact and 

build on one another to produce a complex synthesis. 

• Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 

words with multiple meanings. 

• Analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms 

over the course of a text. 

• Analyze how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or 

beauty of a text. 

• Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in argumentative texts. 

• Evaluate the interrelationship between history and cultural identity.   

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3 

Performance: 

R4.2,5,8,9 

Cultural: CS.E.3,7,8 

 

AASL 

III.A.1-3, V.A.1-

3,VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  

III. .1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

VI.B.1-3,  III.C1-3,  

VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-4,  

II.D.1-3,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 

1-4, 6-12. GC.1-4 
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and engage 

with a variety of increasingly complex 

print and non-print literary texts. 

• Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text, and analyze their 

development over the course of the text, including how they interact and 

build on one another to produce a complex synthesis. 

• Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 

words with multiple meanings. 

• Analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms 

over the course of a text. 

• Analyze how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or 

beauty of a text. 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2, II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3, 

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B1-3,  III.B.1-

2, B.IV.1-4, B.V.1-3, 

B.VI.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  

II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,II.D.1-

3,III.D.1-2, IV.D.1-3, 

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-

4, 6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Build on writing concepts developed in previous grades. 

• Use self and peer editing to correct common errors in writing. 

• Write arguments to support claims about substantive topics or texts using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-8, B.1,2 

Performance: W4.1-5 

Cultural: CS.E.3,7,8 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3, VI.B.1-2, 

I.C.1-4, II. .1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2, 

I.D.1-4,.II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 

  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Engage in teacher-led and peer discussions as a speaker. 

• Present both informally and formally. 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 
 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-

3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-

2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  

VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  
III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 
 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

 
AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4 
Cultural: CS.A.5,7 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Actively listen during discussions and presentations. 

• Respond to peers with both written and verbal questions and feedback. 

AKSS 

SL.2, 3 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 
 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-
3,  I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-

2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  

VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  
III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

• Find and use appropriate and reliable sources to support ideas in writing and 

speaking. 

• Use an appropriate format and citation guide (e.g., MLA, APA), as instructed 

by the teacher. 

AKSS 

W.6 

SL.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

  

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

appropriately use the tools of technology 

(including digital media and the Internet) to 

gather, interpret, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, and 7,  RL.7 

SL.3 and 5,  L.5 

 

 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-

4, 6-12.ID.1-4, 6-

12.CT.3, 6-12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III. 

.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-

3,  VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  

II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 
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Media Literacy 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.8  The learner will engage in critical thinking 

through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and 

creating an increasingly complex variety of 

media.  (The term “media” refers to all 

electronic or digital means and print or 

artistic visuals used to transmit messages.) 

•  View and respond to various sports media, such as highlight reels, newscasts, 

podcasts, documentaries, commercials, film, etc.  

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, 7,  RL.7  SL.3, 5  

L.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3, IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-

3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  
VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-

2,  III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-

4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  
VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 
ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-

c5 
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Technical Drama 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This course is designed to introduce learners to the technical aspects of performance: costuming, scenery, lighting, sound and stage 

design, stage management, house management, and publicity. 
Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  Teacher 

recommendation 

 

Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

• Recommended books include: 

✓ The Backstage Handbook: An Illustrated 

Almanac of Technical Information (Carter) 

✓ Technical Theater for Nontechnical People 

(Campbell) 
• Read and design such plays or musicals as: 

✓ Trifles (Glaspell) 

✓ A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Shakespeare) 

✓ Into the Woods (Sondheim) 

✓ The Mousetrap (Christie) 

✓ Once on This Island (Ahrens/Flaherty) 

✓ A Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry) 

✓ The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde) 

✓ Endgame (Beckett) 

✓ Antigone (Anouilh) 

• Read other plays used in Theatre Production I & 

II. 

 

For suggested site-based options, see the 

Technical Drama supplemental list in the 

appendix. 

• Write a manual for a process or piece of theatre 

equipment. 

• Written critique of the technical aspects of a 

performance. 

• Write and present for one of the following: 

✓ technical theatre career field. 

✓ design proposal for a play. 

• Article for a theatre magazine. 

• Present a constructed/created item from one of 

the design areas (set piece, painting finish, 

costume, makeup, soundscape, light plot, etc.). 

• Verbal response to presentations. 

• Oral presentations. 
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and engage 

with a variety of increasingly complex 

print and non-print literary texts. 

• Read complete plays, which encompass conflict, cause and effect sequences, 

protagonists, and antagonists. 

• Analyze a play for design and identify given circumstances. 

• Understand Aristotle’s elements of drama. 

• Understand the principals and elements of design. 

• Learn basic technical theatre terminology. 

• Become familiar themselves with design and implementation in at least 

three areas: costumes, scenic, lighting, props, sound, or makeup/hair. 

• Become familiar with one of the business areas: stage management, house 

management, or publicity. 

• Become familiar with available career fields in technical theatre. 

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3 

Performance: R4.1-9 

Cultural: CS.E.3 

Arts: A.3,4,7, C.1–3 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Learn to write critical analyses of theatrical writings and presentations from 

a design and technical standpoint. 

• Write a manual for a theatre process or piece of equipment. 

• Write a design proposal for one technical area based on analysis of the 

script. 

AKSS 

E/LA.A.1-8, B.2, D.3, 

C.1-3 

Performance: W4.1-5 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3, VI.B.1-2, 

I.C.1-4, II. .1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2, 

I.D.1-4,.II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Present and defend a design proposal. 

• Prepare scenes for effective performance. 

• Investigate music’s impact on design. 

AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.5,7 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 

 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Provide written and/or verbal feedback for performers. 

• Watch and critique at least one live performance. 

AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.5,7 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

• Create an essay, presentation, or project that incorporates research. AKSS 

W.6 

SL.5 

 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Technology 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

  

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to appropriately use the tools of 

technology (including digital media and 

the Internet) to gather, interpret, and 

analyze information and create shareable 

products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 

L.5 

 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-4, 6-

12.ID.1-4, 6-12.CT.3, 6-

12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-

3,  III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-

4,  II.C.1-2,  III. .1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-

3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 
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Media Literacy 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.8  The learner will engage in critical 

thinking through accessing, analyzing, 

evaluating, and creating an increasingly 

complex variety of media.  (The term 

“media” refers to all electronic or digital 

means and print or artistic visuals used to 

transmit messages.) 

•  Write about, present on, discuss, or create his/her own media. AKSS 

RI.5, 6, 7,  RL.7  SL.3, 

5  L.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3, IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c5 
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Theatre Performance I 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This is a performance-based class designed to introduce learners to the use of performance to express theatre literature.  Learners 

should be aware that some colleges may not accept this performance course as an English course towards entrance requirements. 
Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites: None  

 

Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

Not all works are appropriate for all grades and all 

readers. 

 

• At least 3 from the list below: 

✓ A Book of Plays (Holt, Rinehart and 

Winston) includes :  

✓ The Glass Menagerie (Williams) 

✓  Our Town (Wilder) 

✓ Trifles (Glaspell) 

✓ The Bear (Chekhov) 

✓ Sorry Wrong Number (Fletcher) 

✓ Twelve Angry Men (Rose) 

✓ Thunder on Sycamore Street (Rose) 

✓ Riders to the Sea (Synge) 

✓ The Mousetrap (Christie) 

✓ Arsenic and Old Lace (Kesselring) 

✓ The Importance of Being Earnest (Wilde) 

• See film suggestions in Theater Performance II 

 

For additional site-based options, see the 

supplemental book list in the appendix. 

• Write detailed observations of settings, people, 

etc. as appropriate for acting exercises. 

• Write subtext for character’s dialogue. 

• Write and present for one of the following: 

o Theatre history 

o Theatre performance styles 

• Verbal response to presentations. 

• Oral presentations. 

• Perform scenes, monologues, experimental 

pieces, and children’s theatre. 

• Practice voice and articulation skills, as well as 

projection. 

• Develop and practice physical movement on 

stage, including identifying appropriate areas 

of the stage. 

• Learning, applying, and notating on script (if 

applicable) stage directions to stage movement 

as it relates to exits, entrances, and dialogue 

driven movement (crossing upstage/downstage 

etc.). 
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and engage 

with a variety of increasingly complex 

print and non-print literary texts. 

• Read complete plays which encompass conflict, cause-and-effect 

sequences, protagonists, and antagonists. 

• Understand Aristotle’s characteristics of the tragic form and the importance 

of unity of place, time, and action. 

• Become familiar with major periods of theatre history. 

• Become familiar with at least one major theory of acting: Stanislavski, 

Hagen, or Meisner. 

• Become familiar with styles of theatre performance, comedy and tragedy, 

and their appropriate sub-headings. 

• Learn basic theatre terminology - specific terms as they apply to the 

physical parts of the theatre, as well as terminology applicable to the actor, 

director playwright, and designers in the physical staging, interpretation, 

and performance of the text. 

AKSS 

E/LA. B.1-3 

Performance: R3.2; 

R4.1,4-6,9 

Cultural: CS.B.1, E.1,3-8 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2, II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3, V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B1-

3,  III.B.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2,  I.C.1-

4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,II.D.1-

3,III.D.1-2, IV.D.1-3, 

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-4, 

6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Write critical analyses of theatrical writings and presentations. 

• Experiment with writing a comedic or tragic monologue or scene. 

• Learn character analysis including, but not limited to, the following 

elements:  motivation, effect of setting and time, action within the play, 

effect on other characters, description of the character, props or other items 

associated with the character, interpreting the subtext in the character’s 

dialogue, and author’s attitude toward the character. 

• Construct imaginative scripts, and collaborate with actors to refine scripts 

so that story and meaning are conveyed to an audience. 

AKSS 

W4.1-5 

Cultural: CS.A.1-5 C.1-5 

E.1,3-8 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3, VI.B.1-2, I.C.1-

4, II. .1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-4,.II.D.1-

3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 

  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Learn and apply techniques of dramatic interpretation and performance. 

• Learn how to read a play aloud using playwright’s notes, stage directions, 

etc. 

• Perform from professional scripts.  

• Learn basics of improvisation as a method of warming up. 

• Analyze the physical, emotional, and social dimensions of characters found 

in dramatic texts from various genre and media. 

• Compare and demonstrate various classical and contemporary acting 

techniques and methods. 

• In an ensemble, create and sustain characters that communicate with 

audiences. 

• Construct social meanings from informal and formal productions and from 

dramatic performances from a variety of cultures and historical periods, as 

well as relate to current personal, national, and international issues. 

• Articulate and justify personal aesthetic criteria for critiquing dramatic texts 

and events that compare perceived artistic intent with the final aesthetic 

achievement. 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 
 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 
 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

 
AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.5,7 
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Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4 continued… • Constructively evaluate their own and others' collaborative efforts and 

artistic choices in informal and formal productions 

• Compare how similar themes are treated in drama from various cultures 

and historical periods, illustrate with informal performances, and discuss 

how theatre can reveal universal concepts. 

• Identify and compare the lives, works, and influence of representative 

theatre artists in various cultures and historical periods. 

• Identify cultural and historical sources of American theatre and musical 

theatre. 

• Analyze the effect of their own cultural experiences on their dramatic work. 

 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Learn appropriate audience protocol. 

• Provide written and/or verbal feedback for any performances seen. 

• Analyze and critique the whole and the parts of dramatic performances, 

taking into account the context, and constructively suggest alternative 

artistic choices. 

AKSS 

SL.2, 3 

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 

E.3-8 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-

3,  VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  

II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-

3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-

3 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

• Create an essay, presentation, or project that incorporates research.  AKSS 

W.6 

SL.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to appropriately use the tools of 

technology (including digital media and 

the Internet) to gather, interpret, and 

analyze information and create shareable 

products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 

L.5 

 

 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-4, 6-

12.ID.1-4, 6-12.CT.3, 6-

12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-

3,  VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  

II.C.1-2,  III. .1-2,  IV.C.1-

3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 
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Media Literacy 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.8  The learner will engage in critical 

thinking through accessing, analyzing, 

evaluating, and creating an increasingly 

complex variety of media.  (The term 

“media” refers to all electronic or digital 

means and print or artistic visuals used to 

transmit messages.) 

•  Write about, present on, discuss, or create his/her own media. AKSS 

RI.5, 6, 7,  RL.7  SL.3, 5  

L.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3, IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c5 
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Theatre Performance II 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 10-12 Theatre Performance II is an advanced performance-based class.  Learners will be expected to perform on a much higher level, 

and to study challenging theatrical materials in much more depth.  Learners should be aware that some colleges may not accept 

this performance course as an English course towards entrance requirements. Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites: Theatre 

Performance I or teacher 

recommendation  

 

Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

• Read and perform from plays such as The School 
for Scandal (Sheridan). 

• At least 3 from the list below: 

✓ Lysistrata (Aristophanes)  

✓ The Tempest (Shakespeare)  

✓ Tartuffe (Moliere)  

✓ Three Sisters (Chekhov)  

✓ Angels in America (Kushner)  

✓ A Streetcar Named Desire (Williams)  

✓ A Doll’s House (Ibsen)  

✓ The Wild Duck (Ibsen) 
✓ Hedda Gabler (Ibsen) 

✓ The Master Builder (Ibsen) 

✓ The Odd Couple (Simon) 

✓ Barefoot in the Park (Simon) 

✓ Pygmalion (Shaw)  
✓ Video/DVD: My Fair Lady (Compare to 

Pygmalion)  

Suggested film editions: Funny Girl, Oliver, West 

Side Story, Twelve Angry Men , Our Town, The 
Glass Menagerie, Sorry Wrong Number, Barefoot 

in the Park, The Odd Couple 

For additional site-based options, see the 

supplemental book list in the appendix. 

• Write observations. 

• Write “beats” for scenes/monologues. 

• Informal written responses and observation 

exercises as they relate to pantomime, stage 

business, character observation exercises, 

settings related to improvisations, character 

monologues, character subtext, and prior life. 

• Research paper evaluating and synthesizing 

cultural and historical information to support 

artistic choices. 

• OPTIONAL: Maintain a drama diary 

(depending on the group). 

• Verbal response to presentations. 

• Oral presentations. 

• Perform scenes, monologues, experimental 

pieces, and children’s theatre. 

• Practice voice and articulation skills. 

• Audience notes. 
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to comprehend, analyze, and engage 

with a variety of increasingly complex 

print and non-print literary texts. 

• Read complete plays which encompass conflict, cause-and-effect sequences, 

protagonists, and antagonists. 

• Become familiar with all major theories of acting. 

• Experiment with major styles of theatre performance. 

 

Possible Alternate Goal(s) for the Theatre Performance II Learner: 

• Explain how scientific and technological advances have impacted set, 

light, sound, costume design, and implementation for theatre, film, 

television, and electronic media productions. 

• Collaborate with directors to develop unified production concepts that 

convey the metaphorical nature of the drama for informal and formal 

theatre, film, television, or electronic media productions. 

• Safely construct and efficiently operate technical aspects of theatre, film, 

television, or electronic media productions. 

• Create and reliably implement production schedules, stage management 

plans, promotional ideas, and business and front-of-house procedures for 

informal and formal theatre, film, television, or electronic media 

productions. 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2, II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-

3,  IV. A.1-3, V.A.1-3,  

VI.A.1-3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B1-

3,  III.B.1-2, B.IV.1-4, 

B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2,  I.C.1-

4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,II.D.1-

3,III.D.1-2, IV.D.1-3, 

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-4, 

6-12. GC.1-4 
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Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 HS.3  The learner will write in a variety of 

modes (including analytical, narrative, 

explanatory, and expressive), and use 

increasingly complex reasoning, 

structure, and language. 

• Learn to write critical analyses of theatrical writings and presentations. 

• Practice theatrical performance styles. 

• Create character analysis portfolio for each character portrayed in class. 

• Research and describe appropriate historical production designs, techniques, 

and performances from various cultures to assist in making artistic choices for 

informal and formal theatre, film, television, or electronic media productions. 

• Compare the interpretive and expressive natures of several art forms in 

specific culture or historical period. 

• Compare the unique interpretive and expressive natures and aesthetic qualities 

of traditional arts from various cultures and historical periods with 

contemporary new art forms (such as performance art). 

• Integrate several arts and/or media in theatre, film, television or electronic 

media productions. 

• Construct personal meanings from nontraditional dramatic performances. 

• Analyze, compare, and evaluate differing critiques of the same dramatic texts 

and performances. 

• Critique several dramatic works in terms of other aesthetic philosophies, such 

as the underlying ethos of Greek drama or French classicism with its unities of 

time and place,  

Shakespeare and romantic forms, India classical drama, Japanese Kabuki, and 

others. 

• Analyze and evaluate critical comments about personal dramatic work, 

explaining which points are most appropriate to inform further development of 

the work. 

AKSS 

W4.1-5 

Cultural: CS.A.1-5 C.1-5 

E.1,3-8 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.ID.3, 6-12.ID.4 

 

AASL 

 I.B1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3, VI.B.1-2, I.C.1-

4, II. .1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2, I.D.1-4,.II.D.1-

3,  III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

ISTE  

4.c-d 
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Speaking and Listening 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  
Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 

 

Content Objectives 
The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Apply techniques of dramatic interpretation and performance. 

• Perform from professional scripts. 

• Read plays aloud. 

• Use applicable theatre terminology as appropriate to the circumstances. 

• Analyze the social and aesthetic impact of underrepresented theatre and 

film artists. 

• Analyze the relationships among cultural values, freedom of artistic 

expression, ethics, and artistic choices in various cultures and historical 

periods. 

• Analyze the development of dramatic forms, production practices, and 

theatrical traditions across cultures and historical periods, and explain 

influences on contemporary theatre, film, television, and electronic media 

productions. 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 
 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  
IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 
 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

 
AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.5,7 

 

 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Learn appropriate audience protocol. 

• Provide written and/or verbal feedback for any performances seen (could 

include media, film, YouTube, etc.). 

• Attend at least two live performances (if possible) during the semester. 

AKSS 

SL.2, 3, E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, 

D.1-4, Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, 

E.3-8 
AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-2,  

IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  
I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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Research 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.6  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to conduct research to investigate topics, 

evaluate sources, utilize databases, and 

synthesize information in an increasingly 

complex manner. 

• Create an essay, presentation, or project that incorporates research. AKSS 

W.6 

SL.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

  

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.7  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to appropriately use the tools of 

technology (including digital media and 

the Internet) to gather, interpret, and 

analyze information and create shareable 

products. 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines. 

• Use library and professional databases with teacher guidance. 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms, and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g., an app or  program) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

AKSS 

RI.5, 6, and 7 

RL.7 

SL.3 and 5 L.5 

 

ISTE 

1.d, 3, 4, 5.c, 6 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.4, 6-12.KC.1-4, 

6-12.ID.1-4, 6-12.CT.3, 

6-12.CC.1-4 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3,  IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III. .1-

2,  IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  

II.D.1-3,  III.D.1-2,  

IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 
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Media Literacy 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.8  The learner will engage in critical 

thinking through accessing, analyzing, 

evaluating, and creating an increasingly 

complex variety of media.  (The term 

“media” refers to all electronic or digital 

means and print or artistic visuals used to 

transmit messages.) 

•  Write about, present on, discuss, or create his/her own media. AKSS 

RI.5, 6, 7,  RL.7  SL.3, 5  

L.5 

 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  

III.A.1-3, IV. A.1-3,  

V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  

III.B.1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

V.B.1-3,  VI.B.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  

V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  

V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 

7.b-c 
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Vocabulary Development 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 10-12 This course is designed to help learners broaden their vocabulary through word study, examination of Latin roots, etymologies, and 

verbal practice in a variety of contexts. 
Length:  One semester 

Prerequisites:  At least 

11th grade standing or 

teacher recommendation 

for a 10th grade student. 

 

Required Activities 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening 

• SAT/ACT Preparatory Manual 

• Vocabulary from Latin and Greek Roots: A 

Study of Word Families 

• Everyday Words from Classic Origins: A 

Vocabulary Workbook 

• Selections from the High School 

English/Language Arts suggested supplemental 

book list, and other relevant contemporary 

sources. 

 

For additional, site-based options, see the 

supplemental book list in the appendix. 

• On-demand essays in preparation for 

SAT/ACT exams. 

• Writing in a variety of lengths that 

demonstrates understanding. 

• Practice speaking/listening skills included in 

group discussion. 

• Pronounce words correctly. 
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.1  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

comprehend, analyze, and critique a 

variety of increasingly complex print and 

non-print informational texts, including 

texts for science, social studies, and 

technical subjects. 

• Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 

including words with multiple meanings. 

• Recognize and apply roots, prefixes, and suffixes. 

• Correctly pronounce and use new vocabulary. 

• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, 

what the text implies, and what the text leaves uncertain. 

AASL 

III.A.1-3, V.A.1-3,VI.A.1-3,  

I.B.1-3,  III. .1-2,  IV.B.1-4,  

VI.B.1-3,  III.C1-3,  VI.C.1-2, 

I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  IV.D.1-3,  
V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-4, 6-12. 
GC.1-4 

 
Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.2  The learner will demonstrate the ability to 

comprehend, analyze, and engage with a 

variety of increasingly complex print and 

non-print literary texts. 

• Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 

including words with multiple meanings. 

• Recognize and apply roots, prefixes, and suffixes. 

• Correctly pronounce and use new vocabulary. 

• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, 

what the text implies, and what the text leaves uncertain. 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2, II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3, V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-3,  
I.B.1-3,  II.B1-3,  III.B.1-2, 

B.IV.1-4, B.V.1-3, B.VI.1-2,  

I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  III.C.1-2,  

IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  VI.C.1-2,  

I.D.1-4,II.D.1-3,III.D.1-2, 
IV.D.1-3, V.D.1-3,  VI.D.1-3 

ISTE  

1.d, 3, 7.a-b 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12. EL.4, 6-12. KC. 1-4, 6-12. 
GC.1-4 
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Speaking and Listening 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

HS.4  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to speak purposefully and effectively, 

strategically making increasingly 

complex decisions about content, 

language use, and discourse style. 

• Produce coherent oral discourse appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

• Negotiate different cultural perspectives with sensitivity.  

• Adjust presentation style, degree of formality, word choice, tone, and 

information to the context and audience.  

• Synthesize and share information from a variety of sources and 

perspectives.  

Respond appropriately to others’ constructive criticism, compliments, and 

feedback to improve future communication. 

AKSS 

E/LA.D.1-4 
Cultural: CS.A.5,7 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.EL.1, 6-12.DC.3 
 

AASL 

  I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  

IV. A.1-3,  V.A.2-3,  VI.A.1-

3,  I.B.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-

2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  
VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  

VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 
 

ISTE 

1.a, 6.a,c-d 

HS.5  The learner will demonstrate the ability 

to listen critically and thoughtfully in a 

variety of settings and purposes. 

• Be able to discern from other speakers correct/incorrect use of the words 

studied. 

AKSS 

E/LA.B.1-3, C.1-5, D.1-4 

Cultural: CS.A.1,3, D.5, E.3-8 

AASL 

 I.A.1-2,  II.A.1-3,  III.A.1-3,  
IV. A.1-3,  V.A.1-3,  VI.A.1-

3,  I.A.1-3,  II.B.1-3,  III.B.1-

2,  IV.B.1-4,  V.B.1-3,  

VI.B.1-2,  I.C.1-4,  II.C.1-2,  

III.C.1-2,  IV.C.1-3,  V.C.1-3,  
VI.C.1-2,  I.D.1-4,  II.D.1-3,  

III.D.1-2,  IV.D.1-3,  V.D.1-3,  

VI.D.1-3 

 

AK Digital Literacy 

6-12.DC.3 

 

ISTE 

1.c, 2.b, 3, 4.b, 5.c, 6, 7.b-c 
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*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed.  

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Academic Composition and Communications 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 11-12 This course includes content from both social and academic contexts. It focuses on syntax, continued vocabulary development, 

reading, listening comprehension, speaking and pronunciation, and writing multi-paragraph compositions that demonstrate 

organization of ideas, use of a thesis statement, and supportive elements. Intensive grammar instruction that supports academic writing 

is emphasized. Learners will engage in the exploration of and use of language structures with increasing linguistic complexity, 

vocabulary that includes more technical language related to the content areas, and communication that is increasingly comprehensible 

and fluent. This course contributes to the development of skills needed in regular classes. 

 

ELL Program certified staff recommendation is required, and teaching assignments must be approved through the ELL program. 

 

This course may fulfill 1-2 semesters of required English credits for Developing to Expanding learners, as determined by the 

appropriate WIDA English Language Proficiency Assessment. 

Length:  one – two 

semesters 

Prerequisites:   

ELL-Program eligible, 

Developing or 

Expanding (WIDA 

levels 2-3), and 

instructor 

recommendation 

 

 
Additional Resources 

 

Textbooks, student-issued learning materials, and/or instructional resources will be used as appropriate. 

 

For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 

 

 

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed.  

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  

 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  190  Academic Composition and Communications 
English Language Arts Curriculum  Adopted April 21, 2020 

Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.1  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
• Know the personal, professional, and practical reasons to be a lifelong 

reader in the 21st-century American and global society. 

• Find and consume texts that appeal to them, and explain what the texts may 

add to their understanding and lives.  

• Interpret a wide variety of texts (different lengths, genres, methods of 

delivery, and purposes), and explain the merits and limitations of each.  

• Practice close reading strategies to increase insight and accuracy, with 

teacher guidance. 

• Choose the best support for a claim from a range of textual evidence. 

• Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how annotations 

help reading comprehension and engagement.  

• Increase accuracy in evaluating texts for purpose, credibility, bias, and 

perspective using textual evidence to support that evaluation, with 

guidance from the teacher as needed. 

• Identify how their own world views might be changing and how that 

informs their interpretation of text. 

• Increase the accuracy of their guesses about word meanings in context, 

with teacher guidance and instruction in word origins and structures.   

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards**  

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed.  

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency:  

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.2  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
• Read independently for in-depth understanding.   

• Skim independently for important/specific information using text features, etc.  

• Explain how their own cultural background informs their world view and 

interpretation of a text. 

• Increase vocabulary by determining word meaning through context clues, 

knowledge of word origins, and structures. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

Writing 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 ELL.3  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Write effective arguments to support a claim using specific evidence and 

reasoning. 

• Engage in the process of revision to improve writing, and consider various stylistic 

choices and refine voice. 

• Choose and adhere to an established and effective format specific to the purpose of 

the writing task. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed.  

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Speaking and Listening 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.4  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Produce coherent oral discourse appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

• Negotiate different cultural perspectives with sensitivity.  

• Adjust presentation style, degree of formality, word choice, tone, and 

information to the context and audience.  

• Synthesize and share information from a variety of sources and perspectives.  

• Respond appropriately to others’ constructive criticism, compliments, and 

feedback to improve future communication. 

• Use both formal and informal speaking to solve problems and/or create 

opportunities in the world outside of the classroom. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

ELL.5  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing* 
• Listen to understand, as well as to respond and build understanding 

collaboratively rather than competitively.  

• Understand cultural nuances in conversational styles and behavior (e.g. eye 

contact norms, body language).  

• Participate in live conversations while monitoring and enhancing equity of 

voice. 

• Independently make decisions in groups of all sizes, using consensus-

building strategies and compromise. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed.  

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Research 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.6  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing* 
• Accumulate and vet sources online, in print, and in person.  

• Coordinate and subordinate information and research material in order to 

synthesize it and present it coherently. 

• Integrate common knowledge, summary, quoted material, and paraphrases.  

• Cite material accurately according to a given professional manual of style 

(e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago) in order to avoid plagiarism. 

• Use the research process to solve problems and/or create opportunities in 

the world outside of the classroom. 

• Find and select both primary and secondary sources independently. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed.  

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.7  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* and Productive 

(Speaking and Writing)* 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines.  

• Make choices about technology platforms and use the appropriate tools (e.g., 

an App, a program, etc.) to present material.  

• Seek out and adapt to new developments and tools in order to select the best 

technology for the task. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed.  

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Media Literacy 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.8  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
•  Recognize, analyze, and understand the value of audio/visual/art as they connect 

to written pieces. 

• Explain how factual news differs from propaganda (e.g., “fake news), and why an 

entity would use the latter versus the former. 

• Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens.  

• Identify and critique main modes of persuasion (ethos, logos, and pathos) as a 

consumer of media. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

English Language Development Standards** 
• Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 

• Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

language arts. 

• Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

mathematics. 

• Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

science. 

• Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

social studies. 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Career English 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 11-12 Career English is an English elective taught exclusively to ELL-identified students. This writing- and speaking-intensive course 

prepares English learners for success after high school by strengthening skills in both written and spoken communication. Language 

necessary for negotiating the workplace, avenues for further education, a variety of career-related pathways, and success as a 

professional is targeted. 

 

ELL Program certified staff recommendation is required, and teaching assignments must be approved through the ELL program. 

 

This course may fulfill 1-2 semesters of required English credits for English language learners (ELL).   

Length:  one semester 

Prerequisites:   

ELL-Program eligible 

and instructor 

recommendation 

 

 

 

Additional Resources 
 

Textbooks, student-issued learning materials, and/or instructional resources will be used as appropriate. 

 

For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
 

 

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.1  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
• Practice close reading strategies to increase insight and accuracy with 

teacher guidance. 

• Choose the best support for a claim from a range of textual evidence. 

• Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how annotations help 

reading comprehension and engagement.  

• Increase accuracy in evaluating texts for purpose, credibility, bias, and 

perspective using textual evidence to support that evaluation, with guidance 

from the teacher as needed. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards**  

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

Writing 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 ELL.3  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Engage in the process of revision to improve writing, and consider various 

stylistic choices and refine voice. 

• Choose and adhere to an established and effective format specific to the 

purpose of the writing task. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Speaking and Listening 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.4  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Produce coherent oral discourse appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   

• Adjust presentation style, degree of formality, word choice, tone, and 

information to the context and audience.  

• Synthesize and share information from a variety of sources and 

perspectives.  

• Respond appropriately to others’ constructive criticism, compliments, and 

feedback to improve future communication. 

• Use both formal and informal speaking to solve problems and/or create 

opportunities in the world outside of the classroom. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

ELL.5  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing* 
• Listen to understand, as well as to respond and build understanding 

collaboratively rather than competitively.  

• Understand cultural nuances in conversational styles and behavior (e.g., eye 

contact norms, body language).  

• Participate in live conversations while monitoring and enhancing equity of 

voice. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Research 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.6  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing* 
• Accumulate and vet sources online, in print, and in person.  

• Coordinate and subordinate information and research material in order to 

synthesize it and present it coherently. 

• Integrate common knowledge, summary, quoted material, and paraphrases.  

• Cite material accurately according to a given professional manual of style 

(e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago) in order to avoid plagiarism. 

• Use the research process to solve problems and/or create opportunities in 

the world outside of the classroom. 

• Find and select both primary and secondary sources. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Technology 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.7  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* and Productive 

(Speaking and Writing)* 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines.  

• Make choices about technology platforms and use the appropriate tools (e.g. 

an App, a program, etc.) to present material.  

• Seek out and adapt to new developments and tools in order to select the best 

technology for the task. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

Media Literacy 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.8  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
•  Recognize, analyze, and understand the value of audio/visual/art as they 

connect to written pieces. 

• Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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English Language Development Standards** 
• Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 

• Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

language arts. 

• Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

mathematics. 

• Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

science. 

• Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

social studies. 

 

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Literature and Current Events 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This English course for ELL-eligible students integrates an exploration of literature and current event articles that support the content 

of learners’ regular classes and which draw from the rich linguistic and cultural diversity of learners’ heritages. Activities strengthen 

skills in the areas of syntax, continued vocabulary development, reading, listening comprehension, and writing multi-paragraph 

compositions that demonstrate organization of ideas, use of a thesis statement, and supportive elements. Learners will engage in the 

exploration of and use of language structures with increasing linguistic complexity, vocabulary that includes more technical language 

related to the content areas, and communication that is increasingly comprehensible and fluent. 

 

ELL Program certified staff recommendation is required, and teaching assignments must be approved through the ELL program. 

 

This course may fulfill 1-2 semesters of required English credits for Developing to Expanding learners, as determined by the 

appropriate WIDA English Language Proficiency Assessment. 

Length:  one – two 

semesters 

Prerequisites:   

ELL-Program eligible, 

Developing or 

Expanding (WIDA 

levels 2-3), and 

instructor 

recommendation 

 

 

 

Additional Resources 
 

Textbooks, student-issued learning materials, and/or instructional resources will be used as appropriate. 

 

For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
 

 

 

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.1  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
•  Know the personal, professional, and practical reasons to be a lifelong 

reader in the 21st-century American and global society. 

• Find and consume texts that appeal to them, and explain what the texts may 

add to their understanding and lives.  

• Interpret a wide variety of texts (different lengths, genres, methods of 

delivery, and purposes), and explain the merits and limitations of each.  

• Practice close reading strategies to increase insight and accuracy, with 

teacher guidance. 

• Choose the best support for a claim from a range of textual evidence. 

• Annotate and highlight text with purpose, and explain how annotations 

help reading comprehension and engagement.  

• Increase accuracy in evaluating texts for purpose, credibility, bias, and 

perspective using textual evidence to support that evaluation, with 

guidance from the teacher as needed. 

• Identify how their own world views might be changing, and how that 

informs their interpretation of text. 

• Increase the accuracy of their guesses about word meanings in context, 

with teacher guidance and instruction in word origins and structures.   

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Literature 

Graduate-Level Competency:  

Literature 

GS.2  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and engage with a variety of complex print and non-print literary texts, both 

teacher and self-selected. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.2  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
• Read independently for in-depth understanding.   

• Skim independently for important/specific information using text features, 

etc.  

• Explain how their own cultural background informs their world view and 

interpretation of a text. 

• Increase vocabulary by determining word meaning through context clues, 

knowledge of word origins, and structures. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

Writing 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 ELL.3  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Write effective arguments to support a claim using specific evidence and 

reasoning. 

• Engage in the process of revision to improve writing, and consider various 

stylistic choices and refine voice. 

• Choose and adhere to an established and effective format specific to the 

purpose of the writing task. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Speaking and Listening 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.4  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Produce coherent oral discourse appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

• Negotiate different cultural perspectives with sensitivity.  

• Adjust presentation style, degree of formality, word choice, tone, and 

information to the context and audience.  

• Synthesize and share information from a variety of sources and 

perspectives.  

• Respond appropriately to others’ constructive criticism, compliments, and 

feedback to improve future communication. 

• Use both formal and informal speaking to solve problems and/or create 

opportunities in the world outside of the classroom. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

ELL.5  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing* 
• Listen to understand, as well as to respond and build understanding 

collaboratively rather than competitively.  

• Understand cultural nuances in conversational styles and behavior (e.g., eye 

contact norms, body language).  

• Participate in live conversations while monitoring and enhancing equity of 

voice. 

• Independently make decisions in groups of all sizes, using consensus-

building strategies and compromise. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Research 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Research 

GS.6  Learners will demonstrate the ability to conduct research to investigate self-selected and given topics, evaluate sources, utilize databases, 

and synthesize information independently and collaboratively. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.6  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing* 
• Accumulate and vet sources online, in print, and in person.  

• Coordinate and subordinate information and research material in order to 

synthesize it and present it coherently. 

• Integrate common knowledge, summary, quoted material, and paraphrases.  

• Cite material accurately according to a given professional manual of style 

(e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago) in order to avoid plagiarism. 

• Use the research process to solve problems and/or create opportunities in 

the world outside of the classroom. 

• Find and select both primary and secondary sources. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 
 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.7  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* and Productive 

(Speaking and Writing)* 

• Understand the uses and limitations of search engines.  

• Make choices about technology platforms and use the appropriate tools 

(e.g., an App, a program, etc.) to present material.  

• Seek out and adapt to new developments and tools in order to select the best 

technology for the task. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

Media Literacy 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.8  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
•  Recognize, analyze, and understand the value of audio/visual/art as they 

connect to written pieces. 

• Explain how factual news differs from propaganda (e.g., “fake news), and 

why an entity would use the latter versus the former. 

• Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens.  

• Identify and critique main modes of persuasion (ethos, logos, and pathos) 

as a consumer of media. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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English Language Development Standards** 
• Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 

• Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

language arts. 

• Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

mathematics. 

• Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

science. 

• Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

social studies. 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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U.S. Culture and Expressions 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This English-elective course is designed to be taken concurrently with U.S. English I, in order to provide WIDA level 1 & 2 learners 

with an intensive initial environment for English language acquisition. It introduces newcomer learners to cultural values, traditions, 

and lifestyles in the United States, including the arenas of home, family, school, community, and the work place. 

 

ELL Program certified staff recommendation is required, and teaching assignments must be approved through the ELL program. 

 

 

Length:  one – two 

semesters 

Prerequisites:   

ELL-Program eligible, 

Entering or Emerging 

(WIDA levels 1-2), and 

instructor 

recommendation 

 

 

Additional Resources 
 

Textbooks, student-issued learning materials, and/or instructional resources will be used as appropriate. 

 

For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
 

 
  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.1  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
•  Read and write words, phrases, or chunks of language. 

• Annotate and highlight text using examples and models as needed. 

• Make educated guesses about word meanings in context, with teacher 

guidance and instruction. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards**  

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

Speaking and Listening 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.4  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Make simple grammatical constructions and phrasal patterns associated 

with common social instructional situations. 

• Practice different modes of communication. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

ELL.5  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing* 
• Understand everyday social and instructional words and expressions. 

• Develop an understanding of the speaker’s tone and body language; support 

the speaker through engaged body language and appropriate verbal 

responses. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Technology 
Graduate-Level Competency: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.7  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* and Productive 

(Speaking and Writing)* 

• Use technology to support learning. 

• Use online word processing programs to write and to create projects. 

• Use technology to demonstrate learning and present material, with teacher 

guidance. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

English Language Development Standards** 
• Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 

• Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

language arts. 

• Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

mathematics. 

• Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

science. 

• Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

social studies. 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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U.S. English I 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This course uses research-based strategies to address and meet the second-language acquisition needs of Entering and Emerging 

(WIDA levels 1 & 2) English learners who have little to no prior knowledge of the English language. The course supports learners as 

they begin developing English language proficiency, with an emphasis on the phonetic sounds present in the English language, basic 

vocabulary needed in a school context, and the development of basic interpersonal communicative skills and life-skills. Also 

introduced are basic grammar skills (including parts of speech), the use of high frequency vocabulary, orientation to United States 

high school culture and procedures, as well as intentional and discrete focus on the four domains: writing at the sentence level; reading 

and comprehending simple text in English (both literary as well as expository); listening in context-rich situations and for specific 

information; and speaking for everyday communication. Delivery of instruction is multi-media, multi-modal, and culturally-

appropriate.  
 

This course is intended to be taken by newcomers concurrently with the class U.S. Culture & Expressions.  
 

EL Program certified staff recommendation is required, and teaching assignments must be approved through the ELL program. 
 

This course may fulfill 1-2 semesters of required English credits for Entering to Emerging learners, as determined by the appropriate 

WIDA English Language Proficiency Assessment. 

Length:  two semesters 

Prerequisites:   

ELL-Program eligible, 

Entering or Emerging 

(WIDA levels 1-2), and 

instructor 

recommendation 

 

 

 

Additional Resources 
 

Textbooks, student-issued learning materials, and/or instructional resources will be used as appropriate. 

 

For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
 

 

 

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.1  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
•  Read and write words, phrases, or chunks of language. 

• Annotate and highlight text using examples and models as needed. 

• Make inferences about word meanings in context, with teacher guidance 

and instruction. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards**  

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

Speaking and Listening 

Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.4  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Make simple grammatical constructions and phrasal patterns associated 

with common social instructional situations. 

• Practice different modes of communication. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** and 

grade-level competencies, as 

appropriate.   

ELL.5  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing* 
• Understand everyday social and instructional words and expressions. 

• Develop an understanding of the speaker’s tone and body language; 

support the speaker through engaged body language and appropriate 

verbal responses. 

Aligned with WIDA 
English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 
appropriate.   

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Technology 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.7  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* and Productive 

(Speaking and Writing)* 

• Use technology to support learning. 

• Use online word processing programs to write and to create projects. 

• Use technology to demonstrate learning and present material, with teacher 

guidance. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

English Language Development Standards** 
• Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 

• Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

language arts. 

• Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

mathematics. 

• Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

science. 

• Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

social studies. 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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U.S. English II 
Course Details: Overview: 

Grade(s): 9-12 This differentiated course uses research-based strategies that support language acquisition to address and meet the needs of Entering 

and Emerging (WIDA levels 1 & 2) English learners who continue to need instruction at the Emerging level of English Language 

Development. The goal of this class is to build on foundational language skills to enable learners to use English in accessing 

increasing amounts of grade level content. Learners will explore literature and informational text to further develop reading, writing, 

speaking, listening, research, technological, and media literacy skills. These skills include basic grammar skills (including parts of 

speech), the use of high frequency vocabulary, use of tools to create increasing competency in conventions of standard English, and 

orientation to United States high school culture and procedures, as well as intentional and discrete focus on the four domains 

incorporating grade level skills/ competencies and content area vocabulary: writing at the sentence and paragraph level; reading and 

comprehending simple text in English (both literary as well as expository); listening in context-rich situations and for specific 

information; and speaking for everyday communication. Learners will also participate in class discussions, oral presentations, and 

group projects. Delivery of instruction is multi-media, multi-modal, and culturally-appropriate. 

 

ELL Program certified staff recommendation is required, and teaching assignments must be approved through the ELL program. 

 

This course may fulfill 1-2 semesters of required English credits for Entering to Emerging learners, as determined by the appropriate 

WIDA English Language Proficiency Assessment. 

Length:  one – two 

semesters 

Prerequisites:   

ELL-Program eligible, 

Entering to Emerging 

(WIDA levels 1-2), and 

instructor 

recommendation 

 

 

 

Additional Resources 
 

Textbooks, student-issued learning materials, and/or instructional resources will be used as appropriate. 

 

For additional site-based options, see the supplemental book list in the appendix. 
 

  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


 

*These will be based on WIDA Language Development Standards and Proficiency Level Descriptions, which are currently being developed. 

**WIDA Standards are currently be revised and new standards may be available at a future date (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld).  
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Informational Texts 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Informational Texts 

GS.1  Learners will demonstrate the ability to comprehend, analyze, and critique a variety of complex print and non-print informational texts – 

including texts for science, social studies, and technical subjects, and self-selected material. 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.1  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 
•  Find and consume texts that appeal to them, and explain what that text may add 

to their understanding and lives. 

• Practice close reading strategies to increase insight and accuracy, with teacher 

guidance. 

• Annotate and highlight text with purpose and explain how annotations help 

reading comprehension and engagement. 

• Increase the accuracy of their guesses about word meanings in context, with 

teacher guidance and instruction in word origins and structures. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards**  

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 
Writing 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Writing 

GS.3  Learners will write in a variety of modes, including analytical, narrative, explanatory, and expressive, using complex reasoning, structure, 

and language 
 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

 ELL.3  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Employ strategic diction, syntax, and figurative language to develop a specific 

voice and meaning. 

• Increase skill and independence to use available tools and strategies to produce a 

syntactically correct, error-free document with standard English conventions. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
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Speaking and Listening 
Graduate-Level Competencies: 

Speaking 

GS.4  Learners will demonstrate the ability to speak purposefully and effectively, strategically making complex decisions about content, language 

use, and discourse style. 
  

Listening 

GS.5  Learners will demonstrate the ability to listen critically and reflectively in a variety of settings and purpose. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.4  Productive (Speaking and Writing)* • Increase skill and independence to use available tools and strategies to 

produce a syntactically correct, error-free document with standard English 

conventions. 

• Choose a mode of communication for a specific purpose. 

• Practice peer-to-peer constructive criticism, compliments, feedback, and 

responses. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

ELL.5  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing* 
• Participate in live conversations while monitoring equity of voice. Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   

 

 

  



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  218   U.S. English II 
English Language Arts Curriculum  Adopted April 21, 2020 

Technology 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Technological 

GS.7  Learners will demonstrate the ability to appropriately use the tools of technology to gather, interpret, collaborate, and analyze information 

and create shareable products. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.7  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* and Productive 

(Speaking and Writing)* 

• Make choices from a limited range about technology platforms and use the 

appropriate tools (e.g. an App, a program, etc.) to present material. 

• Select technology from a curated list to demonstrate learning and present 

material. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency Standards** 

and grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.  .   

 

 

Media Literacy 

Graduate-Level Competency: 

Media Literacy 

GS.8  Learners will engage in independent critical thinking through accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and creating a complex variety of media. 

 

Course/Grade Competencies 
 

 

Content Objectives 
 

The learner will: 

 

Standards 

ELL.8  Receptive (Listening and 

Reading/Viewing)* 

•  Behave in a responsible manner while using various technologies and social 

media. 

• Be fully aware, prepared, and responsible online citizens.  

• Recognize modes of persuasion in various media. 

Aligned with WIDA 

English Language 

Proficiency 

Standards** and 

grade-level 

competencies, as 

appropriate.   
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English Language Development Standards** 
• Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for social and instructional purposes within the school setting. 

• Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

language arts. 

• Standard 3:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

mathematics. 

• Standard 4:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

science. 

• Standard 5:  English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 

social studies. 
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